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Three years after he and his wife separated, Liam Magill found what
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it. | watched all three of my children born." He said he initially thought his wife's diary entry reflected the
fact that she was mentally unwell. Over time, however, the son referred to in the diary as having a
different father developed markedly different physical features. Mr Magill stopped work in August, 1999,
and had not seen the children since December, 1999.

"I noticed that | was not functioning properly,” Mr Magill said. "I noticed that something was wrong. | was
not myself after what had happened since 1995 and everything that went on over the four or five-year
period had just come to a head."”

"l love the kids dearly. | don't want the children to see their father in this state.”
Confirmation that the two youngest children were not his came through DNA tests ordered in 2000.

Observers in the crowded courtroom included John Abbott, the head of the Blackshirts, a group for
aggrieved husbands and fathers.

During cross examination by barrister Bill Gillies, for Meredith Magill, Mr Magill said he had not been
given financial help to mount his case. Mr Magill's action, of a husband suing a former wife for deceit and
misrepresentation on paternity matters, is believed to be a legal first in Victoria.

Mr Magill agreed, however, that he had sent a Christmas card, which featured a nativity scene, to Mrs
Magill's parents. Inside the card he had written: "Has the baby on the front been DNA tested?"

He denied the purpose of the case was to embarrass and humiliate Mrs Magill.

The case is continuing.

& Printer friendly version &4 Email to a friend

*{ SEARCH ALL FAIRFAX ARCHIVES (*Fee for full article)
|Ent er keywords Go

text | handheld (how to) membership | conditions | privacy
Copyright © 2002 The Age Company Ltd

http://www.theage.com.au/articles/2002/11/14/1037080847997.html

Page 2 of 2

Australia set to rule out funding
lifeline

Public watchdogs to face scrutiny

Whales 'put at risk'

ATSIC's standards on misconduct
spelt out

Howard and Whitlam log on to
history lesson

A time to die? Friday in August

Coroner considers Ablett evidence

Playing doctor leads to a Rhodes
scholarship

Warders bust out of jail

Protecting parents, failing children

MOST VIEWED ARTICLES
Today from midnight AEST

1. Saddam falls

2. Latest updates

3. 'We hear two shots, we let off
150 back’

4. Iraqgis turn on fedayeen
5. Where is Saddam?

advertise | contact us

10/04/2003



